
 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 
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Let me introduce myself to you - LΩƳ YŜƭƭȅΦ  L ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ 

Kirkland, in a house where my mom followed the Lord, and 

my dad did not.  My dad was very absent emotionally and 

often physically as well, and as I have matured, I have 

realized how much this affected my view of God, and of 

men.  I went to Linfield College in Oregon, and soon before 

graduating, some mutual friends helped set Keith and I up.  

Keith was my first real boyfriend, and although our 

courtship was anything but normal, the Lord was guiding our lives down the same road.  Independently, we both 

decided to do one year internships with Campus Crusade for Christ, serving overseas.  Keith ended up in Slovenia (a 

lovely European country), and I in Siberia (yes, I got the bad end of the deal!).  The week before we left, Keith proposed.  

L ǎŀƛŘ ȅŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƘŜƭŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ όL ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭύΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘed to different sides 

of the globe. 

My prayer for our year apart was that the Lord would draw us together.  I felt like I barely knew this man that I was to 

marry.  Though communication was difficult, the Lord was doing exactly what I asked.  My year was full of conviction 

and the Lord showing me He loved me intimately, unlike the love I saw from my dad.   

We were married in late 2001 and settled into life in Salem, Oregon.  Several months later we were back at our alma 

mater, sharing about our experiences overseas with a group of interested students.  It was such a joy to see their hunger 

for God and be able to encourage them.  We decided then that the Lord was preparing us to do full-time ministry with 

Campus Crusade, and joined staff.  It took us several years to raise the finances needed to begin ministry in Seattle.  We 

moved back to my home state in 2004 and were blessed with the birth of our son, Koen, in 2006.  He is now 2 ½ and 

testing us in so many ways, but is a joy for our family. 

Waiting has become the theme of our lives.  Keith and I waited for the Lord to bring us together.  Once we joined staff 

with Crusade, we waited three years for the Lord to bring in our funding so we could start serving on college campuses.  

We are now waiting for the Lord to give us our second child.  We started the adoption process two years ago with 

Vietnam, and had to recently start over with China after Vietnam closed.  The Lord has given us a passion for orphans 

and we look forward to seeing what He does with it.  You can follow our adoption journey at 

loveinvietnam.blogspot.com. 

L ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aht{ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ άƳŀƳŀέ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ 

ladies who make this group special.   

Blessings, Kelly 

  



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MONTH 

TO DO:  Seattle Children’s Museum 

© 2006 The Children's Museum Seattle. All rights reserved.  www.thechildrensmuseum.org  

 

WEBSITE:   

FamilyFun:  Fun stuff for parents, kids -  and 

more great family fun ideas!   

Crafts 

Parties 

Recipes 

Fun Games 

Printables  From Disney Family  

 

HOW TO:  Get a Free Family Night at Home 

Pick one day on your calendar and mark it with 
óStay Homeô ï that way when someone asks if 
youôre available, you can honestly say that youôre 
sorry but you already have something on the 
calendar. 

RECIPE:   Santa Fe Chicken 

1 large onion, chopped 
1 tbsp butter or margarine 
1 ¼ cup chicken broth 
1 cup salsa 
1 cup uncooked long grain rice 
¼  tsp garlic powder 
4 boneless skinless chicken breast halves (about 1 
pound) 
3/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
chopped fresh cilantro or parsley, optional 
  
In a large skillet, sauté onion in butter until tender.  
Add broth and salsa; bring to a boil.  Stir in rice and 
garlic powder.  Place chicken over rice; cover and 
simmer for 10 minutes.  Turn chicken; cook 10-15 
minutes longer or until meat juices run clear.  
Remove from the heat.  Sprinkle with cheese; cover 
and let stand for 5 minutes.  Garnish with cilantro if 
desired.  Can also be made in a crock pot. 

 

http://familyfun.go.com/arts-and-crafts/
http://familyfun.go.com/parties/
http://familyfun.go.com/recipes/
http://familyfun.go.com/games/
http://familyfun.go.com/printables/
http://www.thechildrensmuseum.org/Curious-George-GalleryGuid.asp
http://familyfun.go.com/
http://family.go.com/


 

Mom Humor  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Joke Corner 

Q: What do squirrels give for Valentine's Day? 
A: Forget-me-nuts. 

Q: What did the valentine card say to the stamp? 
A: Stick with me and we'll go places!  

Q: What did the stamp say to the envelope? 
A: I'm stuck on you.  

Q: What did the light bulb say to the switch? 
A: You turn me on.  

Q: Did Adam and Eve ever have a date? 
A: No, but they had an apple.  

Q: What did the boy octopus say to the girl octopus? 
A: Can I hold your hand, hand, hand, hand, hand, hand, 
hand, hand, hand, hand?  

Q: What did one snake say to the other snake? 
A: Give me a little hug and a hiss, honey. 

Q: Why did the banana go out with the prune? 
A: Because it couldn't get a date.  

Q: What is a ram's favorite song on February 14th? 
A: I only have eyes for ewe, dear  

Q: What happens when you fall in love with a French chef? 
A: You get buttered up.  

 
You Know Youôre a Mom whené  
 
 

¶ ...you can sing alo ng with any 

"Leapfrog" toy.  

  
¶ ...you consider adding hotdogs 

to mac  & cheese to make it 

more gourmet.  

  
¶ ...your  car cup holders have 

become a M atchbox ca r holder, 

pacifier holder,  and/or P olly 

Pocket cubbie.  
 

¶ Χȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƭƭ four members of 
the Wiggles. 

 

 BIRTHDAYS  

Adrienne Howell Feb 11 

A my Hanson Feb 21 
 

 

Erin Brown  March 10 

Leah Jones March 17 
 



The View from the M inivan 
by Deanna Fisher 

What Does Love Mean? 
 
±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ baby-sitter lined up yet? 
 
bƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛƴŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻƴ 
cash.   
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƪƛŘǎΦ  LΩƳ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ά±ŜƎƎƛŜ ¢ŀƭŜǎέ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {t. Valentine in the same 
ǾŜƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΦ  ¢ƻ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎΣ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊǎΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ 
characters on them, foil-wrapped chocolate hearts, a couple of lollipops, and a box of candy hearts hard enough to 
break your teeth on.  The concept of true love is beyond the preschool mind.  To a five-year-old, love is getting a second 
cookie.  It is measured in the most selfish of ways ς what do I get from you? 
 
L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ The Message, which is a modern translation of the Bible.  Here is part of 1 
/ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ моΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ άƭƻǾŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣέ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘΥ 
 
 Love never gives up. 
 Love cares more for others than for self. 
 [ƻǾŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ 

Love ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘǊǳǘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǿŜƭƭŜŘ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ άƳŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣέ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƭȅ 
ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǾŜƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǾŜƭΣ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best, never looks back, but 
keeps going to the end. 
Love never dies. 
 

Unfortunately, this says nothing about chocolate.  But it does cover almost everything else.  This kind of love ς a true, 
sacrificial love ς ƛǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 
the clean, folded laundry in their drawers ς ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
lasagna that you made for dinner ς they only see that there are peas on their plate and they hate ǇŜŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 
the cost of gas as you pump it into the minivan ς ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ 
house for a play date right now. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ good thing for them that we, as their mothers, see a bigger picture.  We see what is required for their total care 
ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  9ǾŜƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ 
five-year-old, when I refused her a treat after she disobeyed me, informed me that my job was to make her happy.  It 
absolutely blew my mind. 
 
{ƻǊǊȅΣ ƪƛŘΦ  aȅ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  aȅ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άŘƻ ǳƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
Řƻ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ  My job is to keep you safe, make sure you are fed, and get you an education.  My job is to teach you how 
to love, so someday, you can love others.  And I will do that ς because I love you. 
 
IŀǇǇȅ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀll year long. 

 

 



WANT ADS 

ü Voice & Piano Lessons - Valerie Casper LOVES 

teaching & coaching children & adults in the 

performing arts.  She's been doing this for over 10 

years, but now has a few openings for lessons in her 

new home in Brier.  Please call 425-608-0644. 

 

ü PARTYLITE www.partylite.biz/stacyhargrave 

Stacy Hargrave, Independent Partylite Consultant 

For all your candle, decorating & gift giving needs. 

(425)481-8713 or shotziii@aol.com 

 

ü Wanted - More swings, bouncy seats & saucers for 
our nursery!  If you have any of these items you 
would like to donate ς please contact Holly Ryan. 

 

ü Babysitter for Hire - Hi!  My name is Katie Hendricks 
and I am from Evergreen Community Church. I am 
certified by Evergreen Hospital. I love kids and work 
in the church nursery. We will have a lot of fun!!  
Please call me at 425-770-тнтт όWǳƭƛŜ .ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ 
daughter) 

ü For Sale - ¢ƻƴȅ [ƛǘǘƭŜ άDŀȊŜƭƭŜ CǊŜŜǎǘȅƭŜέ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ 
machine. It was $175.00 new last year & only got used 
рȄΦ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ϷурΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ 
home mom who wants to get in shape. Julie Batson, 
425-770-4867 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Do you like to help out or know someone who does?  We have many opportunities, small tasks too.  If 
you are interested or would like more information, please contact Emily Rhoden. 

If you have recipes, stories or tips to share, would like to offer or are in need of a service, are buying or 
selling something, etc or just have a comment or suggestion ς please drop a note to your table leader 
or send an email to Amy at aconom@comcast.net. Thank you. 

 

EVENTS 

April 17-18th Get away.   Get renewed.  Get a fresh Word from God. 

.ŜǘƘ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ Living Proof Live in Portland.  Space sells out quickly, so contact Julie 

Batson ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ 

Starting in MarchΧ How does love or the lack of it affect your life?  Join ECC ŦƻǊ άпл 5ŀȅǎ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜέ - building 
loving relationships and learning to forgive all the people in our life.  Tuesday nights from 7:00-8:30 pm - call 
WǳƭƛŜ .ŀǘǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Ƴƛƴƛ-series!  
 
Save the Date   
Saturday, May 9th 2009  
9ǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǊǳƴŎƘ   
ά[ƻǾŜ .ƭƻƻƳǎέ  11:30-1:30 pm

 

Itôs all about you.  
Superstar treatment with get-gorgeous know-how. 

Share-worthy secrets that are simply divine. Laugh-

out-loud friendships that last a lifetime. Feel-good 

beauty that really makes a difference. Exercise the 

right to make beauty all your own. Ask me how I can 

help.  
Emily Rhoden 

Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant 
(425) 327-1740 

www.marykay.com/erhoden 
 

 



Steering Committee 

Á /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧEmily Rhoden 425-327-1740  emily.rhoden@verizon.net 
Á MOPS aŜƴǘƻǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ.Julie Batson  425-770-4867  julie@soireeplanning.com 
Á Discussion Group Team [ŜŀŘŜǊΧΧΧJennifer Pratt 206-947-7659  jennycraigp@yahoo.com 
Á Finance/Publicity Team LeaderΧΧΧAmy Conom 206-229-4802  aconom@comcast.net 
Á Hospitality Team Co-LeaderΧΧΧΧΧStacy Hargrave 425-481-8713  shotziii@aol.com 
Á Hospitality Team Co-[ŜŀŘŜǊΧΧΧΧΧ9Ǌƛƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ  425-772-3118  erin.brown@mac.com 
Á Creative Activities Team LeaderΧΧΦCherie Westbrook 425-485-7503  cheriey2w@comcast.net 
Á Care & Prayer Team LeaderΧΧΧΧΧKelly Eckert  425-415-3919  kelly.eckert@uscm.org 
Á Moppets Team LeaderΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧKathy Fuller  206-227-0124  kathy@fullassoc.com 
Á Discussion Group/Publicity TeamΧΦΦ.Holly Ryan  206-226-6969  hryanecc@hotmail.com 
Á 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ ¢ŜŀƳΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ!Ƴȅ Iŀƴǎƻƴ 206-229-1940  amy@stamppad.org 

 

 

Meeting Dates ς Mark your calendars! 

Every 1st/3rd Thursday of the month 
9:30 ς 11:30 AM, Cost is $5/meeting. 

ü October 2nd, 16th, 30th 
ü November 6th, 20th 
ü December 4th, 18th  
ü January 15th 
ü February 5th, 19th 
ü March 5th, 19th 
ü April 2nd, 16th 
ü May 7th, 21st 
ü June 4th 

DƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ sign up for Mops International! 

For only $23.95 a year, a mom can register for 
membership with MOPS International and receive a 
one-year subscription to MomSense magazine, 
weekly Mom-E-Mail messages, and other great 
benefits. Go to www.mops.org to view all of the 
2008-09 Membership Benefits!  Registration is 
required no later than your 3rd meeting attended.  
Tell your friends ς a Mops International membership 
is beneficial for all moms, including ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
able to attend meetings. 
 
To register, please see Amy at the registration table. 

  

 

Better Momõs Make A Better World 

 

MOPS International exists to encourage, equip and develop every mother of preschoolers 

(birth/expecting ð age 5) to realize her potential as a woman, mother and leader in the name of 

Jesus Christ.  


